
Apologetics & Evangelism Uncomfortable?

For some Christians even hearing the word 
“evangelism” can cause anxiety and a quick 
glance towards the nearest exit door. Sharing 
one’s faith requires accepting the possibility of 
rejection, hostility, tough questions, and 
objections. Our society is rapidly pushing God 
out of everything while accepting anything else. 
Our culture pushes for tolerance but won’t 
tolerate Christianity. So evangelism is 
challenging even for those who are gifted in it. 

Gift 

One of the gifts that the Holy Spirit gave the 
church is evangelism for equipping the church for 
ministry (1 Cor. 12:7; Eph. 4:7-13).  Not every 
Christian has this gift, but every believer is 
commanded to share the gospel (Matt. 28:16-20). 
For some people sharing their faith comes more 
naturally than others. 

Call

Though it may not be comfortable or natural for 
you, evangelism is something we are all called to 
do. The great commission is a call to all 
Christians.

Great Commission

“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age” (Matthew 28:18-20).

We are not called to go out and make converts, 
we are called to go out and make disciples. But 
discipleship infers evangelism. So all Christian’s 
are called to share their faith (gospel of Jesus 
Christ). In relation to the great commission, some 
may ask, “Wasn’t that just given to the 11 
disciples?” If the great commission only applied 
to the 11 disciples, evangelism would have 
stopped with their death, and Christianity would 
never had spread. It applies to all Christian even 
“to the end of the age.” If a fellow Christian asks 
you this, ask him: “How did you get saved?”



Paul’s Answer

“How then will they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? And how are they to believe in 
him of whom they have never heard? And how 
are they to hear without someone preaching? And 
how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it 
is written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those 
who preach the good news’” (Romans 10:14-15). 

Case for a Defense

• All Christians are commanded to defend the faith: 

• “but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, 
always being prepared to make a defense to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and respect,” (1 Peter 
3:15) 

• Notice the condition “gentleness and respect.”

Case for a Defense

• One of the qualifications for being a pastor 
(Elder) is being able to refute those who appose 
sound doctrines.  

• “He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as 
taught, so that he may be able to give 
instruction in sound doctrine and also to 
rebuke those who contradict it” (Titus 1:9).

Case for a Defense
Even Jesus’ half brother, Jude, shifts the original intent of his 
letter to “urge” his letters recipients to defend the faith.  

“Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about 
our common salvation, I found it necessary to write 
appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all 
delivered to the saints. For certain people have crept in 
unnoticed who long ago were designated for this 
condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our 
God into sensuality and deny our only Master and Lord, 
Jesus Christ” (Jude 3-4).

Case for a Defense

Even Jesus tells the Pharisees to consider His works 
(evidence). After Jesus tells them that He and the 
Father are One, the Pharisees pick up stones to throw 
at Him. This is part of His response: 

“If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not 
believe me; but if I do them, even though you do not 
believe me, believe the works, that you may know and 
understand that the Father is in me and I am in the 
Father” (John 10:37-38).

Case for a Defense

2 Cor. 10:5- “We destroy arguments and every 
lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of 
God, and take every thought captive to obey 
Christ.” 



Apologetics does NOT Save
• Apologetics does not save anyone. The only 

message that case save someone is the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. 

• Apologetics provides a kit-bag of tools for a believer 
to choose from and use when confronted with tough 
questions or objections associated with the Christian 
faith. 

• Apologetics can gently and respectfully knock down 
barriers that people have that have prevented them 
from hearing the Gospel message. 

• Apologetics builds up the faith of believers! 

Evangelism

Three common barriers to the Gospel: 
                        
                           1. Intellectual 
                           2. Emotional 
                           3. Both 

(sin is the ultimate barrier & is associated with all the above)

Ask the Right Questions
• Female Marine 
• Baker 
• Bookstore employee 
• Courthouse 
• The Scientists Grandson 
• Special Forces Officer 

“Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be 
quick to hear, slow to speak,” (James 1:9 ESV)

Bad Ideas

• All ideas have consequences 
• An aspect of spiritual warfare is dealing with 

bad ideas 
• How can we genuinely love the lost if we 

don’t care to learn about their bad ideas 
(beliefs)? 

• Wind up doll as bad idea example…

Different Styles of Evangelism?

• Learn many modes & styles of evangelism 
• Learn the main worldviews 
• Study apologetics 
• Learn about people (needs, bad ideas, beliefs) 
• Genuinely love God & the lost 
• Be relational, patient, quick to listen, etc.. 
• Pray often

Conclusion

Know how to lovingly and accurately articulate 
the gospel in any circumstance. Be ready in and 
out of season (2 Tim. 4:2). Be aware of your 
audience’s background and be a good listener so 
that you may be able to respond to his questions 
and/or objections. Once the questions and/or 
objections present themselves, focus on just a few 
and use them as a springboard to present the 
gospel. 



The measure of successful evangelism is not 
based on results. God does the saving, not us. 
Successful evangelism is measured by truth, 
faith and love. Often times the gospel 
message is rejected. We just need to give it 
accurately, faithfully, and in love. Though 
evangelism doesn’t come naturally, we are all 
called to make disciples of Jesus Christ, 
which infers sharing the good news. In the 
book of Acts, Peter and Paul have provided 
us with some great examples to study and 
learn from. 

We have learned that they first understand their 
audience and meet them where they are, so they 
can relate the gospel message to them. Through 
our genuine desire to love God and our 
neighbors, we should strive to be more relational 
and creative as we share the Gospel with those 
who are lost. Sometimes the best thing to do is to 
ask the right questions and listen while praying 
and hoping that a door will open for the Gospel to 
be presented. 
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God Bless You


